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The cognitive faculties which supply all the objects to our will are the Senses, the Imagination, and the Understanding. Through the senses, external objects ad upon the brain, occasioning an immediate sensation, and leaving a durable vestige there. In the sensations themselves there is nothing misleading or hurtful; and if we are deceived through their means, we are self-deceived ; the fault is with the will, which, abusing its liberty, draws hasty inferences from imperfect data. The several classes of illusion, especially visual, are expounded by our author, involving mis-judgments of the distance, size, form, and motion or rest of objects.. All these it is possible to escape, by scrupulous analysis of our experience. But for want of this, four perfectly distinct factors in the sensible phenomenon are habitually confounded together; viz. (i) what happens in the object affecting us (say, a burning log), e. g. the agitation of particles throwing heat-vibrations upon our hands ; (2) what happens in our own organs of sense, e. g. the molecular undulations of the special nerves up to the brain; (3) the sensation, a phenomenon of the mind; (4) the mental judgment, that what we feel is in our own hand and in the burning object. It is the union in us of body and mind that occasions our confusion of these separate things together : so far it is natural; but it admits of correction by the application of reasonable attention. By far the most considerable error, however, is found in the prevalent belief that the senses give us a knowledge of an object as it is in itself; whereas they tell nothing except of its relation to our body. Only within these limits are their reports offered to us and admissible by us*.
In the phenomena of Imagination there is no external object to initiate the organic movement; but, in place of it, the ' animal spirits ' spontaneously institute the same agitation of the nerves, and through these the same impression on the brain, and the same image in the mind. We are aware in this case that it is not external; but, coexisting 1 De Inquirenda Veritate, I. 6-13. 20.